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1.  Contents This course is an online course, which is included in the curriculum 

of the Virtuelle Hochschule Bayern (VHB). Hence, this course will 
be conducted online only. No physical attendance is required 
throughout the course. 
 
This course targets students who want to learn how to employ their 
ideas, inventions, and creativity successfully in the long run, 
independent of the (business) context. To profit from these, 
intellectual assets are critical. Thereby, intellectual property (IP) 
such as know-how, inventions, brands, patents, and trade secrets 
is oftentimes the largest proportion of a firm’s total wealth. Not only 
in technology and innovation management, IP rights can guide 
individuals and firms alike over the life-cycle of an offering and 
beyond. And yet, most firms do not proactively manage these 
assets. 
 
Moreover, knowing, understanding, and applying intellectual 
property is not limited to firms but crucial for each individual. 
Entrepreneurs, artists, and other creative people can benefit 
immensely from dealing with this topic, especially in navigating 
challenges from digitalization. 
 
Focusing on the fundamental basics, this introductory course gives 
an overview of the different types of IP after portraying their 
historic background. Theory and central key concepts will alternate 
with case examples from practice. Examples span a variety of 
fields and types. Besides insights into application of IP rights within 
the business context, thematic excursions will dive into areas of 
entrepreneurship, emerging markets, and the digital economy and 
their specific application of IP. 
 
The key learning of this course is to deepen the understanding of 
intellectual property rights and their great relevance throughout 
daily life and in today’s business world. Making use of the 
advantages of an online course format, this course also includes a 
variety of interactive and game elements as well as videos to train 
and deepen the course contents.  

2.  Learning objectives and 
skills 

Students will: 
- Acquire a basic understanding of the different types of IPRs, 

their interplay, and differentiation. 
- Learn to understand and evaluate their practical application 

before and within different organizational, regional, and 
contextual backgrounds. 

- Familiarize with the functioning of intellectual property, its 
historic roots, and the role of intellectual property in society. 



- Apply their knowledge of intellectual property rights in case 
studies. 

- Analyze IP problems and cases, and apply decisions and 
recommendations. 

Become familiar with the scientific literature about IPR in various 
(business) contexts. 

3.  Recommended 
prerequisites None 

4.  Integration in 
curriculum 

1st semester or later 

5.  Module compatibility Master Management: Vertiefungsbereich 
Master Wirtschaftspädagogik, Studienrichtung I: Wahlbereich 

6.  Method of examination Seminar paper and presentation 
7.  Grading procedure Oral presentation (50%), seminar paper (50%) 
8.  Module frequency Each semester (WiSe and SoSe) 
9.  Workload 

 
Attendance: 45 h 
Self-study: 105 h 

10.  Module duration 1 semester 
11.  Teaching and 

examination language 
English 
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